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April 5, 2011

Hello, everyone!! Spring has finally come!/ [t is gradually
getting warmer and the sun seems to shine brightly every
day. It's almost a shame to be inside the teachers’ room
at school when | could be enjoying the weather outside.
No time to waste though. School officially starts tomorrow
and everyone at work is extremely busy preparing to meet
the students.

The days following graduation have been quite an
experience. I've grown up in a completely different school
system and everything is new to me. For example, for
most schools in America, the academic calendar typically
starts in the fall and ends in the spring. All the kids
(and teachers) have a long summer break for about 2-
3 months in between to rest up and prepare for the new
school year. In Japan, school is year round and so the
time between the start and end of an academic year is
extremely brief in comparison. That being said, | couldn't
believe that teachers in Japan switch between schools a
just a week or two before the new school year starts.

But no summer vacation also means that Japan has
no concept of summer school, a very widespread
thing in America. Summer school generally consists of
supplementary classes that kids have to take to either
make up for failed courses or can use to get ahead in
their academics. | would say it's kind of like a summer
‘juku. | went to summer school all throughout high school
in order to take harder classes during the school year. In
fact, one year, | went to Japan for summer school as it
was also a study abroad program. Marissa
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