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August 16, 2012

Hello Everyone!

Summer is in full swing! Each day is hot with the sun
shining ever so brightly and the cicadas singing me
to sleep at night. Summer is the time for festivals,
fireworks, barbeques and watermelon! It' s also the
season for yukata!

Last year, one of my good friends taught me how
to dress myself in a yukata. | ve practiced a bit and
have gotten pretty good at it. | can even tie my
own obi in a couple different ways. Before summer
started, a lot of my JET friends also learned how to
dress themselves in yukata at their schools, so a
bunch of us got dressed up to go to To-kae. For a
while, it was weird being the only one in yukata on
the train leaving Yoshino-gun. We got a lot of stares.
But once we got to Nara City everyone was wearing
them! It was really fun!

To-kae is one of my favorite festivals. I' ve been
every summer since coming to Japan so it was my
third time this year. The atmosphere is really pretty
and romantic with all the glowing lights and nature
covered in darkness. My favorite part this year was
Ukimido. It' s the section of the park featuring a
bridge that looks over Sagi-lke. The pond, the bridge,
everything is illuminated by candlelight and you
can watch couples rowing boats on the pond in the
moonlight! It' s so ethereal and other-worldly:--just
like something out of a movie. It was gorgeous!
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