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April 13,2012
Hello, Everyone!!

Spring is here and the cherry blossoms are
blooming. Yesterday, | went to Yoshinoyama
for Hanami with a group of JETs and a
few of our Japanese friends. The weather
was perfect; sunny but not too hot. It was
nice to relax comfortably outside for a
change. Winter felt really long this past year.

It" s unfortunate that the cherry blossoms
were late though. My parents came to visit me in
March and my mom really wanted to see them.
But it couldn’t be helped, right? When they
came, it was the first time either of my parents
had visited Japan. My mom is half Japanese, so
she, in particular, was really excited. They spent
about a week in Kansai with me acting as tour
guide afterwards they went to Kanto to visit
some of our family friends who live in Yokohama.

Although, we had a pretty busy itinerary (I took
them around to Nara, Kyoto, Osaka, and Hiroshima),
they still got to spend a couple of days in Oyodo
and experience my everyday life in Japan. They
caught the train from Koshibe station. They
walked along 169 to Oyodo Junior High School
and the Town Hall. They taught as special guests
at my weekly Thursday eikaiwa. They shopped
at Life and ate okonomiyaki with the Goons at
Kei's. Everyone who we came across was so
friendly. My parents were really happy that | lived
in such a wonderful town. They had a great time.
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