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0 Hello everyone! Nashi no oto desu. | love Japan. No
matter what season it is, there is always something
natural to admire. | love the vibrant green found
during late spring. The rustling winds make the green
leaves sparkle like tiny emeralds. The clear blue sky
is accented by fluDy marshmallow clouds. The softly
swaying azaleas are thick and luscious and vaguely
remind me of grapes in a vineyard. Wow, I'm getting
hungry!

[0 This year's Golden Week was great. Two years ago
I went to Tokyo and last year Claire and | explored
Seoul. This year, it was such a treat to relax and
enjoy Kansai, the best region in all of Japan. | feel
so lucky to live here. In Kansai you can experience
the wonder of ancient Japan. On the first day, |
went to Heijo Palace Tempyo Matsuri where a lovely
gentleman helped us to make ink prints of temple
roof tiles on Japanese paper. | chose the beautiful
sunflower pattern of Kawara Temple in Asuka Village.
It is a simple and beautiful art piece that | can’'t wait
to get it framed. The next day we went to see
the newly renovated Byodo-in Temple. The golden
plates against the red wooden pillars and the golden
phoenixes perched on the roof were stunning. After
the temple, we had green tea soba and green tea
soft cream, which was delicious and perfect on warm
sunny day.

01 was really excited about the Tale of Geniji
Museum. In college | studied the Tale of Geniji. It was
truly inspiring to actually visit the place where the
last ten chapters were set. | remember beauty of the
moment when Kaoru spotted the two sisters in the
moonlight. | remember sympathizing with Ukifune as
she was torn between the love of Kaoru and Niou.
| also remember wanting to smack them both for
being such jerks. My last trip during Golden Week
was to Hasedera Temple. | went to enjoy the peonies
and the beauty of a temple nestled in the mountains.
| love being surrounded by the historic beauty of
Japan. That being said, Ise is definitely next!
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