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Hello, | hope everyone had a wonderful holiday
season. | know | did, even if | couldn’ t go home. Many
of the ALTs had a Christmas party to celebrate.
Some people went to Kobe as well to see the
illumination. We also went to the German Christmas
market in Osaka. That was extremely beautiful
and was full of wonderful food and gifts. They had
candied almonds, bratwursts, German potatoes,
gingerbread, ornaments, little houses, and such.
However, | did miss watching the ball drop on TV.
That is a New Years Eve tradition that | keep with
my family and friends. We usually have a small party
and watch the festivities happening in New York on
TV. Everyone counts down the last 10 seconds to
midnight and then kiss, sing, and celebrate the New
Year.

Now that we are at the beginning of a new year,
have you made any resolutions? We often make New
Year s resolutions in the US, but many people fail to
follow through with them. Weight loss and giving up
smoking are among the most common. My goal for
the year is to live it fully. | want to travel, learn, and
take advantage of every opportunity that comes my
way. As Dionne said, we plan to go to Sapporo for
the Snow Festival in February. This will be my first
big trip of the year. | am looking forward to the ice
sculptures the most. | also really miss the snow from
home, so | think it will be very reminiscent.

Ohio can be both a very cold and a very hot place
with temperatures ranging from -10 to 103 degrees.
However, it s generally not as humid as Japan, so
it' s nice. Also, my family lives on a farm, so we have
lots of trees and space to do with as we please. My
mother and | like to garden very much.

Well, | hope you all have a wonderful winter as well.
And again, thank you for making me feel welcome
here.
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