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Happy New Year, happy February and happy
Valentine's Day! It's time for more chocolates and
love letters. As | said last year, we celebrate in
America by passing out cards and small candies and
flowers. Even children and friends give to each other
in the spirit of friendship.

| recently visited home again for winter vacation
and was able to bring back many types of candy
to share. One of my favorites is Reece's Peanut
Butter Cups. These are chocolates filled with sweet
peanut butter. | also found caramel apple candies,
and cinnamon candies. The cinnamon candies are
a bit hot. So it's fun to watch people's reactions. |
was also able to eat many foods | miss in Japan,
like pizza, turkey, various pies and cookies, and even
Mexican food. My friend's mother made a really good
pumpkin pie too!

Being home during winter was also a lot of fun, but
it was abnormally warm there. It was rainy and windy
most of my trip. There was no snow. | hoped there
would be because I'm not going to Sapporo this
year. However, | got to see many Christmas lights
displays and decorations. | even got to see the ball
drop on TV. That's a New Year's traditional event
that happens in New York. It's very exciting.

| hope your winter and new year goes well and you
all stay warm. Until next time.
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