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The Japanese people | know often ask me all
about America. Of course, | know the basic
information, and | know a lot about my hometown
Philadelphia, but recently | realized that | don’'t
really know so much about my own country. |
haven't traveled much at all in America.

In Japan | have visited many places, because
| knew | would only be here for 2 or 3 years, so |
wanted to see as many places as possible. |
have been all over Kansai and Shikoku, as well
as the San-In coast and Okinawa. In Nara Ken
| have been from Totsukawa to Dorogawa to the
YagyullnolMichi outside Naralshi. There are
many interesting famous places and also some
wonderful spots that very few people know
about. Of course, travel can be expensive, but
if you camp or stay at youth hostels, it's not so
bad.

Japanese people often say to me that | have
been to more places in Japan than they have.
But it's the same for me in America. | really
haven’t explored my own country. | just grew
up there, without looking for the unique places
and delicious foods and special traditions that
are hidden away. | guess | had to come to a
totally foreign place to understand that every
country has treasures to find. When | go back
to America | am excited to hop in my car and
hit the road, and learn about America the way
| did about Japan. | hope you will explore Japan
too. When | come back here in the future, maybe
we'll bump into each other somewhere in Kyushu
or Tohoku. See you thenJ
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