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BUBAYE ENGLIS

Cherry Blossoms

By now the cherry blossoms in Oyodo have
fallen and the trees are showing their fresh
green leaves. But last month when all the
trees were blossoming, | had an interesting
experience. While riding the train, | looked out
the window and spotted a beautiful grove of
cherry trees on a hillside. So | got off the train
and went looking for it on foot. As | got closer, |
was even more impressed by its beauty. A
whole hill with sakura cascading down[] |
thought | would spend some time alone amongst
the blossoms, thinking and relaxing.

But when | entered the grove, | stumbled upon a
flower viewing party. All the members were
over 60, and they were sitting on goza that
they had brought with them: Mr. Foreigner
Come over herelJ” They invited me to sit with
them and join their party. One man said; The
participation fee is 3000 yen]”| said; But I
forgot my wallet,” and they said; Then in that
caselll drinkJ" | spent the afternoon with
them, talking about different places in the
world, and about religion, and about the joys
of sashimi. It was a wonderful time, and | was
touched that total strangers invited me to
join their circle for the day.

Afterwards, they invited me to participate in
prayers at their Buddhist temple on May 1st
at 6 oclock. | said; Of coursell] See you on
May 1st at 6 pmJ” They said; No, not 6 pm
.. 6 AMIJ” Ha ha, oh well.....
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