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The Yaeyama Shoto

One year ago, my mother cut out an article from
an American newspaper and sent it to me in the
mail. It was a travel article, about the Yaeyama
Islands in Okinawa. At the top of the page, my
mother wrote in pen; This may be one part of
Japan that you never go get to seel]” Of course,
because she challenged me, | had to go.
Around Spring Vacation | took a 6 day trip there.
It was a wonderful placel all the nice people
and safety of mainland Japan plus very warm
weather. | went to Taketomi Island and Iriomote
Island. | feel Taketomi is a very special place in
the world. There are only 350 people living there.
The pace of life is so relaxed. There are no paved
streets, only white sand roads. And the gardens
of each house spill over the walls into the street,
so the whole village is like a tropical garden.
There are cartoonllike shiisa on every house
and you can often hear the sound of the
Jamisen floating through the air.

Then on the last night of my trip, in Ishigaki, the
only major city in the Yaeyama Islands, | ran
out of money. | opened my wallet, looked in and
said,’ No Money/[]” Then it started to rain.
Something was telling me you couldn’t stay in
paradise forever.
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