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Hello everyone,

It is hard to believe that it is March already. | have been
in Japan for a half a year now, but | feel like | only
recently arrived. There are still a Iot of interesting things
that | havent seen and done in Japan. | recently decided
that | will stay for another year. | hope | can meet more
interesting people and leam more about Japan. | think
Japan is a wonderful country, and | am happy that | can
stay here. | am looking forward to many things. For
example, | am looking forward to seeing the cherry
blossom in the spring. | want to go to Yoshino-yama
with some of my friends for flower-watching.

Recently | went to Yoshino-yama to celebrate
Setsubun. | went with many friends (some Japanese,
some foreign) to the temple there and we enjoyed the
celebration. We watched the taiko drummers, listened
to music, ate good food, and tried some good Japanese
sake. It was snowing that night, and the temple was
beautiful. . )

| also took a trip to lzumo recently. | met a friend there
for the weekend, and we had a lot of fun togther. We
rode bicycles, ate at a good restraunt, and visited a
winery. It is unfortunate, but the weather became bad
and we could not visit lzumo Taisha. | have heard that is
is a very interesting place, so maybe | will g8o to lzumo
again to see it. | like to travel, and | enjoyed visiting
Izimo. If you have never been to lzumo, | recommend it.

| also have some interesting plans for March. For
instance, | want to go hiking from JR Miwa Station to
Isonokami Shrine. There will be an event on Sunday.
March 9th. Many people will go hiking together on the
Yamanobe No Michi. For information, you can visit this
website: http.//www.nara.pref. jo/bunkak/kokusai

That's all for this month, but | look forward to springtime,
and | look forward to seeing you all. Take care and enjoy
the warm weather!/

Jared Christman
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