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Greetings, Everyone!

Can anyone else hear winter knocking at the front
door?? It's practically forcing its way in. | didn't
realize how cold it was till | watched my breath make
puffy little white clouds on the way to school this
morning. Everyone, please stay warm and take care
of your health. Being sick is definitely not fun. Trust
me:-- | should know as | just got over a cold myself.

In honor of Halloween (which was last month), we
carved a Jack-o-Lantern for ESS club. Does everyone
know what a Jack-o-Lantern is? Well, have you
ever seen a pumpkin with a face ? That's a Jack
—o-Lantern / Carving Jack-o-Lanterns is a popular
Halloween tradition all across America. But the
hard thing about carving one in Japan is that large,
orange pumpkins are difficult to find. Absolutely no
one sells them ! Or so | thought! Miraculously, a fellow
Nara ALT found a store that had such pumpkins
and purchased one for me. | was so excited when he
gave it to me. | knew the students would love it and
that for many of them, it would probably be their first
time seeing a real orange pumpkin.

Essentially, there are 5 basic steps to making a
Jack-o-Lantern. 1)Carve a large hole at the top of
the pumpkin. 2)Scoop out all the insides. 3)Draw
a face. 4)Carve out the face. 5)Place a candle
inside. It is a fairly simple process, but it ended up
taking quite a bit of time. Of course, all the actual
carving was done by me or another teacher, but the
students got to help take out the insides and draw
the pumpkin's face. It turned out really cute and,
more importantly, the students ended up having a
lot of fun/

The holiday season is coming up/ Thanksgiving
and Christmas /! Till next time, take care/

Marissa
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