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Hello! Nashi no oto desu. Winter is officially here, so
| hope everyone manages to stay warm. As you all
know, winter is not my favorite season. It' s too cold
and | always fall down when walking in the snow. Yet,
winter has Christmas which is my favorite holiday
season. There is nothing better than gathering
around the fire with your family, singing joyful
songs and enjoying a steaming cup of hot cocoa.
In America, we call Christmas the season of giving
because it is a time to be self-less and support
those in need. Around the Christmas season, many
people donate food, volunteer at local homeless
shelters, make visits to children’ s hospitals, and
donate money to those in need. One of my favorite
Christmas volunteer organizations is called Toys
for Tots. They believe that every child deserves a
present on Christmas, so they collect toy donations
and distribute them to families that cannot afford
Christmas presents. Through giving we can spread
joy and happiness, whether it is through our time, our
love or even our finances.

Winter in Japan may be cold, but there are so many
beautiful places to visit and many fun activities to be
a part of. The Nara Marathon is less than a month
away and many JETs have been diligently training
for months. Although | am not participating, | will
definitely be there and cheer them on! Also, this
winter Caroline and | are going to the Hokkaido Snow
Festival. Of course we are looking forward to the
beautiful ice sculptures, but we are really going for
the delicious ramen and amazing chocolate treats. |
also hope to take a trip to see the beautiful houses
in Shirakawa-go and to go skiing in Nagano. So much
to do and so little time! Ganbarimasho!
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