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It has been three months since | arrived in Japan and
so far | have not been left bored. There is something
new or exciting around every corner. | have enjoyed
the wonderful people, the beautiful mountains, the
fresh pears, and even riding or walking to school
every morning

One thing | am glad for, in contrast, is the end of
the intense summer heat. August made me feel
as if | were in an oven every day, roasting like a
turkey. It was exciting to see the blooming of the red
Spider Lilies and the beginning of the changing of
the seasons. | plan to travel around to view the fall
colors. It is definitely my favorite season. It reminds
me of childhood when | would go trick-or-treating with
my friends in various costumes. I’ ve tried to share
my excitement about Halloween with the children
here through various activities and decorations.

Also, Thanksgiving will arrive soon. My fellow ALTs
and | will soon be cooking turkey and baking various
fall favorites. | am looking forward to the pumpkin pie
mostly. Thanksgiving in America is a time to give
thanks, but it is also about family and friends. And
while | may not be able to share the meal with my
family, | am very grateful to be able to enjoy the day
with all of my new friends.

On another note, as Oyodo is not as large as
some surrounding cities, | was very happy to be
able to travel to Yamato Yagi station and go to a
professional art supply store. So, now that | have a
workspace and tools again | can begin to create all
sorts of artworks to share.

Lastly, | would like to thank everyone for their kind
words and deeds. | have really felt welcome in Oyodo
and am happy that | was placed here in such a
wonderful town.

Until next time and happy Thanksgiving,
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