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Hello alll Nashi no oto desu! Fall is here and the
weather is finally cooling down. | hope everyone has
a chance to get outside and enjoy this wonderful
weather. While studying Japanese culture in college,
a lot of our reading material would focus on seasons.
Each season would spur a different festival, art
exhibit or poetry writing contest and the author
would describe the minute detail of every blue sky,
chirping cicada, and changing leaf. After living in
Japan for 2 years, it is easy to understand the
desire to describe the chilling beauty of a truly white
winter in the mountains of Hokkaido or the masgic
of cherry blossoms dancing upon a soft breeze. As
the seasons change, it feels as if you are entering
an entirely different world with new wonders to
experience

| love the weather and changing seasons of Japan.
We usually have a pretty decent relationship, but
lately we have been having a few problems. In the
summer we enjoy having a lot of outdoor events. Yet,
whenever we plan a barbeque or sports practice, it
would either rain or typhoon. In Nara city, there is a
wonderful dance festival called Basara Matsuri. This
year, we were only able to dance for one day because
of the heavy rain. The location for this year s dance
was in front of the Nara Prefectural Office. At first we
enjoyed the cloud cover and cool breeze, but within
thirty minutes the rain began to pour. The ground
became a muddy and slippery mix of dirt and deer
droppings. The rain soaked our clothes and obscured
our vision. We were an uncomfortably hot, soaked
and sticky mess. Fortunately, this discomfort only
lasted until the music began. At the first shout of
“‘Kamae!” we planted our feet, readied our naruko and
danced our hearts out. Basara Matsuri is truly great.
It is one of the first cultural events we attend as new
JETs and it is certainly a memorable one. Rain, sleet
or shine we fill the streets of Nara with shouts of joy.
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