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Hello everyone! Nashi no oto desu. | hope everyone
had a fabulous Golden Week. The weather was
absolutely perfect so whatever plans you had, | bet
they were amazing. Spring has truly arrived. Every
tree leaf is a lush yellow green and every flower, a
beautiful explosion of color.

Universally, springtime has been revered as a

period of freshness and renewal. It represents
the gift of new life and new beginnings. In Japan,
that concept is represented by the start of a new
school year, but in America, we celebrate through
a process called spring cleaning. What is a better
representation of a new beginning than a clean
slate? It is time to get rid of the mess and free
your mind of the chaos caused by a cluttered,
unorganized home. For my Golden Week, | spent a lot
of time cleaning out my apartment, to observe this
sacred tradition. Well, that is not necessarily true.
Actually, | was being super stingy and did not want
to spend money during this Golden Week. It is crazy
how airfares and hotels can actually double or triple.
Last year, | went to Tokyo. Even though | stayed with
a friend, the trip was still quite expensive. This year
| decide to stay home and take care of everything
that | have been sorely neglecting around my home.
Mom was definitely right, “A clean home leads to a
clean mind,” and at the moment my mind is shiny,
glistening, and smelling like Febreeze® Hawaiian
Aloha.

Luckily, this year' s Golden Week was not all
work and no play. On Friday, | attended an event in
Osaka called The Do-Over, at a park near Port Town
Higashi station. There was a DJ with an excellent
sound system, a bunch of food and drink stalls, and
everybody was dancing. The best part was the music.
The air was full of smooth R&B, classic hip-hop, rap,
Stevie Wonder, Lauren Hill and pretty much all of my
favorite genres and musicians. For one special day, |
was transported back to the 90’ s. Back when Biggie
Smalls was still alive, Michael Jordan still played for
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