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January 4, 2013

Happy Year of the Snake everyone! Those born in
the year of the snake are known to be quiet, deep
thinkers with strong morals. Although we look calm,
snakes are passionate, experience intense emotions
and are fiercely protective of their loved ones. Most
importantly, we hate cold weather. So, for winter
vacation my animal instincts led me to Thailand.

If you didn"t grow up in Thailand, it is almost
impossible to drive a motorcycle in Thailand.
Motorbike transportation seems almost as common,
if not more common, than 4-wheel vehicfrle
transportation. Motor bikes and tuk tuks (motorbikes
with passenger carriages attached) weave in and
out of bumper to bumper traffic, creating lanes where
there are none and masterfully avoiding head-on
collisions. The back carriage of the tuk tuk is bright
and colorful. As the warm air beats against your
skin and the shimmering, majestic form of the Grand
Palace draws near, you care less about the driver
s reckless technigue and more about reaching your
destination faster. Before your eyes is the former
home of a king, resplendent in gold and beautiful
porcelain. An hour’ s journey away from the bustle of
Bangkok brings you to the quiet town of Ayutthaya,
the old capitol of Thailand. Here, golden structures
are replaced with towering stone stupas made
from reddish clay. Locals stack stones to imitate
meditating Buddah statues to replace the statues
that have worn down over time. Standing on the
edge of Ayutthaya Historical Park, | can truly imagine
the beauty of the once great Ramathibodi Empire.
The wonders of Thailand are definitely something
everyone should experience. Also, don’ t be afraid
to try out the different types of food. They are all
delicious!
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