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December 12,2012
Happy Holidays everyonel!!

| hope that Santa gave you everything you wanted
for Christmas and that you ate plenty of fried
chicken. (Side note: | still don't really understand
the KFC thing since we don't celebrate Christmas
that way in America.) 'm going to Taipei this year for
Christmas with a few friends. | wonder if you can find
Christmas cake there. Do they eat Christmas cake in
Taiwan? | guess Il find out!

After | leave Taiwan, I'm going home to Hawaii
for New Year's. My dad's 50th birthday is in the
beginning of January, so my mom wanted me to
come home to celebrate. This is my first time going
home for winter break since I've moved to Japan.
Although Il miss Christmas in Hawaii, I'm really happy
that Il be there for New Years Eve! It's my favorite
holiday! We spend the whole night popping fireworks
and eating delicious food. Later in the night, we
count down to midnight, “kampai” with apple cider,
and pray for good things for the New Year.

It's definitely a special year for me since | was born
in the year of the snake. I'm a little disappointed that |
won't return to Japan in time to do Hatsumode. Last
year, Dionne, a few friends, and | went to Kashihara-
jingu to get our omikuji. | plan to visit a shrine as
soon as | get back though. | pray that 2013 is an
amazing year!
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