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Hello everyone! Nashi no oto desu. It's August
and this month marks one whole year of fun and
adventure in Japan! Summer is a pretty busy time
for us JETs (participants in the Japan Exchange
and Teaching program). We must say goodbye to
old friends and prepare for the arrival of new ones.
Before everyone departs we always have one last
JET Networking event of the year: the International
Arts Festival. This event utilizes a variety of skills,
cultures, and experiences that each JET has either
brought from their own country or developed while
living in Japan. The three main aspects of the
festival are country booths, experience corners and
performances.

Country booths are where JETs are able to
share information about their home countries
and express their unique culture. Everyone was
dressed in the bright colors of their home lands
and wearing hilarious wigs and masks. Multicolored
flags and large pictures decorated each wall and
each booth was accompanied by fun activities and
trivia. Experience corners were rooms for interactive
activities. This year s corners featured world
quizzes, cultural dances, Disney music, Rugby, swing
dancing, face painting, Olympic crafts, one minute
masterpieces, and tea from around the world.

| was mostly involved in the performance aspect
of the festival. Marissa and | participated in a
performance called "‘Dance from Around the World.,
which included Tahitian dancing, New Zealand Poi,
American Hip-Hop, African-American Stepping, Slap
Dancing, Philipino Tinikling, and Cheerleading. We
also participated in an ensemble featuring music
from Spiderman, The Sound of Music, and Wicked. It
was so much fun to be able to publically share our
cultures with the greater Japanese community and
work together to create intercultural understanding.
Hope to see everyone there next year!
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