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February 15, 2012
Hello, everyone!

This is my first time writing to you all in 2012!
How exciting! | hope you had a wonderful holiday
season and a great start to the New Year.

Recently. I ve been trying to do a lot more
cultural things while I’ m here in Japan. So far I ve
been doing a good job. Since January, I ve done
hatsumode at Kashiharajingu, watched Toshiya at
Sanjuusangendo, went to the Wakakusa yamayaki,
dressed like a maiko and walked around Kyoto,
amongst other things. This past weekend alone |
went to both the Sunakake Festival in Kawai-cho
and Shimoichi’ s Hatsuichi Festival.

The Sunakake Festival is a harvest festival. As
the name suggests, you throw sand---lots and lots
of sand---at men throwing sand---lots and lots of
sand---.back at you to pray for good crops. A group
of us wore raincoats, face masks, and goggles, and
jumped right into the fray. It was kind of ridiculous
but really fun. Shimoichi’ s Hatsuichi in contrast
celebrates the first day of commerce in the New
Year. | went with a few other JETs who live in Oyodo
and Shimoichi. Because we live in the area, every
five steps, we had to chat with people we knew or
wave at students calling our names. We felt like rock
stars.

For me, there is something so intrinsically
Japanese and comforting about festivals. Everyone
seems so cheerful and happy that you can’ t help
but have a good time. Plus, it is common knowledge
that karaage is always tastier when you buy it from
a food stall. ;)
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