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Happy New Year! Nashi no oto desu! | hope
everyone is keeping warm, because it is surely
getting colder these days. In spite of the
temperature, | hope everyone had a wonderful
holiday season and spent a lot of time with their
families. Also, | hope you were able to grab an
amazing fukubukuro. | will have to try for one next
year. Fukubukuro is not very common in America, but
we do have an event called Black Friday. On Black
Friday, practically every store has a sale, sometimes
up to 70 or 80 percent off, so there are always huge
crowds and long lines, just like the infamous Apple
store fukubukuro line. ) )

This year for Winter Vacation. Marissa and | (and
a few other JET friends) decided to forgo the cold
and venture to the sunny shores of Singapore and
Malaysia. First of all, the weather was absolutely
amazing. Singapore is so hot that it is basically
summer. weather all year round. In Singapore we saw
the majestic Merlion and the magnificent Marina
Bay Sands. Unfortunately, we did not get to see the
infinity pool on the roof, but the hotel interior was
breathtaking. Singapore is renowned for its shopping
and there is literally a shopping center in every
building! In Malaysia, the food was fantastic and we
ate so much of it. We had chili crabs, garlic shrimp,
spicy curries, and barracuda. Yes, Barracuda! It was
divine! We were also able to see many interesting
cultural locations such as the National Mosgue,
the Petronas Twin Towers, the Cheong Fatt Tze
Mansion, and Kek Lok Si the Temple of Supreme
Bliss. Each sight was more beautiful than the next.
Yet, | think my most memorable day was spent
hanging out at Pantai Chenang beach with my
friends, enjoying the summer breeze and the calming
sounds of the ocean
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