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Hi everyone,

It's been over two months since I've come to
Japan, and a lot has happened. I'm getting used to
life here in Oyodo.
|'ve been on several adventures since coming here
- from exploring Kyoto and Osaka with my dad, to
attending local festivals such as the Hasedera
Matsuri. | started learning kendo and met many
new Japanese and American friends in the Nara
area. | discovered the delicious okonomiyaki at
Kei's (ate there four times already!), and the
amazing sushi of Kokonoe and Tarafuku. There's
so much good food here. | can't get enough! | love
eating, and so far all the Japanese food in Oyodo
have kept me very happy.

On weekends, | play ultimate frisbee with friends,
visit nearby cities such as Asuka and Kashihara,
and eat lots of kaiten sushi. | experienced my
first ever Sports Day at the end of September.
It was very exciting watching the kids compete
in races and perform the dances that they have
been practicing all month. | enjoyed running in the
Borrowed-person relay too!

It's November now, and I'm excited for the cooler
autumn weather. This means more hot pot nights,
snuggling in my warm futon at home, and of
course, the changing colors of leaves! It will also
be my first time experiencing Thanksgiving and
Christmas outside of America and away from my
family. | might be a bit homesick, but | have a lot to
be thankful for here with my new life in Japan!

Well, until next time then! Stay warm, and happy
Thanksgiving everyone! :)
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