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Hello, and a happy May to you all!

| hope you are all having a lovely spring and
enjoying the various flowers and foliage. In America
we have a saying., “April showers bring May
flowers”. This is because it is a little colder there. In
fact, at this moment it' s now April 15th and they
are still expecting snow. Oh well. In Ohio the first
flowers | usually notice are the tulips, daffodils and
lilies. These are even more present during Easter.
Little children receive baskets of chocolates and
candies. The girls wear flower-patterned dresses
and the children have Easter egg hunts for fun in
the tall grass.

However, | think the cherry blossom trees in
Japan are extremely beautiful. | was able to see
many different locations in bloom over spring break.
| never officially went to a cherry blossom viewing
to eat and drink, but | had fun nonetheless.

In late March a group of friends and | went to
Kyoto. | was able to visit Fushimi Inari shrine early
in the day and collect a stamp from them. Then
we met in Gion to take Maiko and QOiran pictures at
Yume Koubou. Luckily the cherry blossoms were
in full bloom in some areas. | visited Yasaka shrine
and our group went to a night viewing a little farther
away. That was a wonderful day.

On another note, | went to a Hanshin Tigers game.
It was the first professional baseball game |’ ve
ever been to and | quite enjoyed it. They won 9-0!
The mass amount of balloons released was also
outstanding, but looked a little funny. Afterwards,
the other JETs and | went for pizza and pasta in
Osaka.

Overall, this spring has held many new
experiences for me. | wish you all happiness this
spring, have fun!
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