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Hello everyone! It seems like spring is well on its
way! You can tell by all the pollen in the air. When
| first came to Japan, | was surprised about how
many people were affect by spring allergies. It
seems that almost everyone is a little allergic. After
2 years of living here, even my eyes are starting to
feel a little itchy. No matter. No allergy and distract
us from the beauty of the plum blossoms and
the cherry blossoms! This year, many JETs from
Nara, Wakayama, Osaka and Mie will be attending
Hanami at Osaka Castle Park! Just imagine the
beauty of the blossoms set to the background of
Osaka castle. What a wonderful site it will be.

These last few months have held many firsts
for me: My first trip to Yokohama, my first trip
to the Snow Festival, and most recently, my first
onsen trip to Shirahama. | was really excited to go
and see the vast plum blossom park at Minabe.
Unfortunately, we arrived at the end of the plum
blossom season and only managed to see a few
flowers. | was surprised to find that you had to pay
to enter the park. | was used to cherry blossom
viewing in Yoshino, which has no fee. We did not
enter the park, but we did find many tasty treats
along the way like yuzu daikon pickles and honey
umeshu. Yummy! In Shirahama, the ocean was so
vast and beautiful. Although the day was really
cloudy, the beauty of the ocean was inspiring. |
definitely want to take a trip there in the summer!
Honestly, my favorite part of the trip was relaxing
in the onsen with friends, all you can eat buffet
dinner, and singing karaoke late into the night!
What a great trip!
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